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O.k! So who noticed? A computer software 
upgrade last time caused a couple of faults 
with our last publication.  
The majority of the Newsletter was prepared 
in August on one version of Microsoft     
Publisher, and the whole thing was finished 
in September on a later version of Publisher. 
Sometimes when that happens a different 
font (type face) is automatically substituted 
and sometimes if it is a bigger size than the 
original that means that text carefully fitted 
into a known space then doesn’t fit that space 
after the substitution. 
Computers can tell you if a word is spelt   
incorrectly, but can’t tell if words have     
disappeared. Consequently the Action was 
missing out of Morley Elderly Action. It was 
typed in correctly in the beginning when it 
was proof read but didn’t appear in the final 
printed version. 
Sorry for any confusion and hopefully we’ve 
got it right this time. 
Leading from this begs the question whether 
we should rename the Newsletter anyway. 
Some years ago we had a monthly column in 
the Observer called Action Stations. Perhaps 
that could be reinvented as the name of this 
missive or perhaps it could be Morley      
Elderly in Action.  
Perhaps we will go to three Newsletters per 
year instead of four but increase the number 
of pages from four to six to include an      
Action Stations page or pages. Things never 
stand still for long so watch this space. 

In October we launched our series of 
Morley Elderly Action calendars     
featuring pictures of our members and 
service users when they were in their 
teens and twenties. 
These have proved to be very popular 
and a source of fun and enjoyment as 
we guessed who the glamorous people 
on the submitted photos really were. 
It isn’t too late to order your 2008   
calendars even now and if you provide 
a photo of your self you can still be in 
your own copies of  it.  
The photos don’t have to be brilliant, 
because without physically messing 
with the photo we use our computers 
to  enlarge them, remove creases,     
select specific areas so as to miss out 
others on the photo, make them 
brighter, darker or whatever. 
The calendars which are a month to a 
page cost £3 and once the costs are 
covered any surplus will contribute to 
MEA running costs. 

Ooops! Jargon! Someone asked me 
what MEA was and I realised that I use 
the abbreviation dozens of times in each 
Newsletter. MEA of course is Morley 
Elderly Action—obvious when you 
know—not so obvious when you don’t. 

Exclusive to MEA we have more copies 
available for sale of the Groundwork 
Trust’s excellent DVD “A short history 
of   Morley”   A bargain at just £4 each 



Serving the Community 
Morley Elderly Action Craft Circle quietly 
and efficiently go about their business of   
having a good time whilst serving the       
community at large. 
On a recent unscheduled drop-in during      
October MEA Co-ordinator Neil Lennox 
found them about to hand over 75 knitted hats 
that Town Councillor Andy Dalton had asked 
them to knit for the Seaman’s Mission from 
odds and ends of knitting wool, and Craft  
Circle organiser Barbara Hazzlewood read out 
a lovely thank you letter from the NHS     
thanking the group for all the knitting that 
they do for the Premature Births Unit of the 
Hospital Trust. 
They had just earlier had a lightening photo 
opportunity stopover from the prospective MP 
to add to their busy day whilst he was on a 
flying visit to Morley. 
The Craft Circle meet on Thursday mornings 
in the Labour Rooms on Commercial Street. 
All enquiries please to Barbara Hazzlewood 
via MEA  

Mayor for Meals 
The Leeds City Council Meals on Wheels 
Service (MoW) celebrated the 60th    
Birthday of MoW with a Mayor for Meals 
event across the city. 
I believe that the Leeds Mayor was taken 
ill on the day and so their event was a bit 
of a damp squib, but here in Morley we 
did better. 
Carrying on a long tradition of Greater 
Morley looking after its own affairs  MEA 
currently are the service provider whose 
volunteers deliver Meals on Wheels for 
the Council’s Social Services Department. 
Morley Mayor Cllr Joyce Sanders joined 
MEA volunteer Bill Seed on the          
designated day and did a full round of 
meal deliveries on Wednesday the 3rd  
October. 

Pictured L to R  MEA Meals on Wheels 
Volunteer Bill Seed, MEA Meals       
organiser Carole Law, Mrs and Mr 
Stead, and Morley Mayor Cllr Joyce 
Sanders on the Mayor For Meals event 

Did you Know 
Last year MEA volunteers like Bill 
(pictured above) delivered over 7000 hot 
Meals on Wheels on behalf of Leeds 
City Council 

Annual warning! With Christmas upon us 
the bad guys want to take your money again. 
Keep your purse safe and your bag zipped 
up. Thanks to Keith Pape at Morley Police 
we now once again have supplies of purse 
lanyards and purses on a rope so don’t be 
caught out—get one! 



Strolling Along 
Like several of the volunteer led sections 
of MEA the Strollers do a fine job of 
handling their own affairs. 
Former MEA Chairman Keith Sutton is 
one of the leaders of the group that go on 
a gentle 3 mile jaunt once a month in 
winter and fortnightly in summer and 
fund raise under the MEA charitable 
status umbrella to help pay for transport 
to get them to and from the walks. 
As with most things that are both very 
popular and beneficial, they do have a 
fluctuating membership and would be 
interested in hearing from like minded 
people to join in and help fill the buses 
every time they go out. 

Morley Muser? Think about it! 
Uniquely amongst the forty or so similarly 
constituted ‘Elderly Actions’ dotted around 
Leeds under various guises of Elderly Aid, 
Live at Home Schemes, or Winter Warmth 
schemes, MEA have a Mens’ group. It is 
called Morley Musers and meets once a 
month in our Community Tea Room in 
Wesley House and then once a month on 
alternate fortnights to the meetings they go 
off on a trip to an attraction or a visit to a 
factory or museum. 
The Musers have 15 members and like 
most groups they could comfortably take a 
few more on board. 
Contact Dee or any of the staff here at 
MEA on 0113 2534484. 

One for the girls 
To get a state pension women need to have 
paid National Insurance for 10 years of 
their working life. 
It is estimated that around 750,000 women 
are likely to be very near or just under the 
threshold of qualifying. 
The quickest way to check is to call the 
National Insurance Deficiency Help Line 
on 0845 915 5996 to explain your situation 
and ask how far you are off the required 
contribution levels. In many cases a few 
hundred pounds or so can buy the missing 
contributions and if back pay is then owed 
the missing contribution is just deducted 
from that back pay. 
Because life is never simple, it is worth 
pointing out that drawing a pension may 
affect other means tested benefits but the 
simple thing is to pick up the phone and 
ask if you think that you may qualify. 
 

The Friends of Morley Elderly Action 
are a group of volunteers constituted to 
maintain the weekly Town Hall Coffee 
Morning and to raise much needed funds 
for MEA. Through a lot of hard work and 
dedication they do a fabulous job of      
assisting MEA to combat social isolation, 
to provide a popular and well attended 
watering hole, to provide a volunteering 
outlet, and of course raise funds at the 
same time. In October Allan Burdekin the 
treasurer of the ‘Friends’ handed over yet 
another quarterly contribution to the cause 
of some £1600. 
Well done to the Friends of Morley     
Elderly Action and thank you to you all. 

Postal Scam – Again. Just like last year we 
have to warn you about a postal scam. If 
you get a card through your door from a 
company called PDS saying that a parcel for 
you awaits collection DO NOT ring the 
0906 phone number because it automati-
cally charges you £15 on your phone bill -
and there is no parcel. Don’t be duped. 

Thank you to Andy Dalton’s Morley  
Community Church for the 6th year    
running for supplying this year’s calendar. 



What price a good neighbour? MEA is a 
part of the Leeds Older People’s Forum’s 
Neighbourhood Network of organisations.   
Although similar we are all different having 
evolved like all the others to local needs and 
demands over the 12 years of our existence. 
We serve the 14 square miles within the old 
Greater Morley Borough boundaries and as 
such cover 2½ Council Wards with over 
10,000 people over the age of 60 within the 
catchment area. Our running costs are modest, 
but we do have running costs, and we do get a 
grant from Social Services to help. The Social 
Service grant is not a ‘full cost recovery’ 
grant, in other words they don’t pay for     
anything near what they get in return. In our 
case the grant covers a little under 50% of our 
true costs and we do a fabulous job of        
balancing the books with a lot of hard work 
and determination. 
In addition to anything that the general  public 
get, our members get this newsletter, a trades 
list, a membership card that gets them         
reunited with a lost purse or possible medical 
help in emergencies, and certain fringe    
benefits of extra time from staff when needed. 
We have over 100 volunteers that give us over 
11,000 hours of input per year, we quietly in 
the background help other clubs and organisa-
tions to apply for their own grants, sometimes 
to do their books to save them the cost of an 
auditor, and we help to provide volunteers for 
other groups. We take Police Officers under 
training to help them understand the needs, 
hopes, fears, and aspirations of the elderly, 
and we do intergenerational projects with 
schools and colleges. We are what good 
neighbours used to be in the old days and we 
are of course here if you need us. 
We are like an insurance policy and like all 
good insurance policies we are there when 
you might need us even if you never need to 
call on us at all.  
Our membership fee is currently £3.50 per 
year, or less than 7 pence per week. 
So the question was, What price a good 
neighbour? And the answer is just a little    
under a penny a day. 

We would like to say a big thank you to 
secretary Shirley Varley,  and the Elders of 
the St Mary’s in the Wood United           
Reformed Church for donating their final 
collection from their Harvest Festival on 
October 6th. 
Shirley praised MEA’s excellent and much 
needed work, and we would like to         
applaud their kindness and generosity in 
thinking of us at this time. 

The Friends of Morley Elderly Action 
continue with their brilliant support of 
MEA and held another highly successful 
Craft Fayre in Morley Town Hall on    
October 21st. 
Well done to everyone concerned and   
especially to the organisers, volunteers 
and supporters who put in such a wonder-
ful effort. The Staff  and Committee here 
at MEA are grateful for all your hard 
work 

Did you know that the combined annual 
input of Volunteer hours into Morley 
Elderly Action exceeded 11,000 hours 
for the second year running last year? 
Well done and a special thank you to all 
of them for their continued support. 

Every year we are invited to provide tea 
and biscuits at the Fountain Street flu jab 
days and this year was no exception. Dee 
and a team of volunteers undertook the 
first of  them on the 16th October and 
Carole led the repeat event on the 30th. 
They raised  a wonderful £230 from selling 
cups of tea and from a couple of raffles. 
They were long days and hard work but 
provided further valuable opportunities for 
us to go out and meet our public. All in all 
it was another job well done by staff and 
volunteers alike. Well done to all. The  
winners of the two raffles were 1.) Mr 
Macintosh 2.) Mrs Blackburn and both 
prizes have been claimed. 


