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Fun Day Congratulations to the organisg/Craft Fayre We are very grateful to the
of the Newlands and Denshaws Fun Day|Friends of Morley Elderly Action who
Sunday 13th May for putting on such [staged another highly successful Craft
successful community event. Fayre in Morley Town Hall's Alexandfa
Morley Elderly Action were representgHall on Saturday 14th April .

there by our Management Commifts

member Clir

Judith Elliott

who, ably

assisted by

three of her

friends and

colleagues,

ran an MEA

Tombola and

raised a very _

impressive Organisers Val Lowe, Dorothy Hackett and
£102.10 for Audrey Gelder together with an army| of
the MEA other helpers and Volunteers put in a lpng
coffers. hard day’s work in the unseasonal summer
Thank you Judith and well done. Our thaliké conditions to make another hyge
of course also go out to your willing band [Success of it. Congratulations to you| all
helpers Kath Stephenson, Shirley Varley |gand thank you from Morley Elderly
Josie Jackson. Action.

Now, | hear you say, “What do they do with all theney?” The answer is simply this,
Morley Elderly Action is an independent Charity ttias to stand on its own two feet.
Our total cost of operations is relatively modesig we do get a grant from the Courcil,
but this grant covers less than 50% of those castk we have to raise the rest|by
whatever means we can.

As an example, just heating and lighting the Head®gus last year cost £3,500, and|we
make thousands of phone calls send out hundrelidters, print and deliver thousands
of Newsletters, thousands of trades lists, pay @gage, pay business rates, insurance,
wages, and all the other expenses associated mytbrganisation.

Thank you to the Organisations, individuals andugsowho support us in whatever way
that they can. Thank you too to all our voluntesand helpers who give so freely of their
time. We do greatly appreciate every thing thay @édo for us.




Planning Day As a part of our ongoirn
commitment to be user led, we held
annual planning day on 15th March. T
planning day incorporates members of
Management Committee, staff, volunte
members and service users, and also inc
representatives of the wider community.
After a presentation and review of our curi
activities, and armed with information
unmet needs, the assembly broke up
three groups to examine what could perh;
be done differently, or done for the first tin
to address some of these needs, and to Ig
what resources would be required to ach
any agreed objectives.

One clear conclusion was that we
hopelessly under-funded for the amoun{
work that we do and to that end we \
continue to put our case before Leeds S¢
Services (who give us a core grant) to tn
address an historic imbalance in funding
us against many smaller similar organisat
throughout Leeds.

We would Like to say a special thank yol
Adrian Blanshard from Morley High Schg
for facilitating the event, and to Keith Pg
(Police Crime Reduction Officer), Hel
Thompson (Bruntcliffe High Schog
Community Liaison Officer) and to Ange
Swindon (Pop-Ins Domestic Cleanirn
Services) for lending their skills a
experience to the day.
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Recent ‘Friends of Morley Elderly
Action’ tombola prizes

Pictured is the Friends of Morley Elderl
Action tombola stall at the Town Hall |if
April. The organisers are grateful to everyp
who donate prizes, good quality reusal
paperbacketc for their fundraising events

Annual Satisfaction survey Each yea|r
we send out, totally at random, 400
annual satisfaction survey questionngires
and postage paid reply envelopes. | khow
that we all hate questionnaires but thiank
you to those who return them as we| do
use the results to help formulate pur
service provision.

One thing that becomes clear is that t
iIs a huge need for help and informat
out there and we at all times do our |
to help, guide, and advise. You would
believe some of the stuff that we pre
asked, but if we don’t know the answer
we will try to put you in touch with somge-
one who does.
It is amazing how many people come |
after having been batted around
system from one place to another anc
to no avail. Often we aren’t the right
place to be either, but we will take the
time to find out which organisation and
which department will deal with your
problem and ensure that your next poit of
call will sort out your difficulties and so
you won‘t be messed about any further.
Many points made in the survey returns
strictly speaking are outside the scopg of
our ability to help, for example lack [of
bus services, or trips that don’t pick-up at
East Ardsley, but the concerns Jare
non-the-less genuine and we have from
time to time brought issues to the
attention of the sitting MP and the
Passenger Transport Authority. [By
constitution we are not allowed to get
directly involved in politics, but we do
represent a very large pressure group| and
we can, and do, make your feelings
known in the correct circles when
necessary.
Other points raised are often covered
our trades list which comes included
@(%ur newsletter. It is not a comprehensgive
Pi8t, and it is not our recommendations. It
Is better than that, because we listen to
YOUR feedback of the people on it.
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Craft Circle The Morley Elderly Actio
Craft Circle meets weekly on a Thursfl
in the Labour Rooms on Commerci
Street and is led by Barbara Hazlewood.
The Group recently had cause
celebration when one of their memhi
Gladys Hazlehurst had her 100th birthda
Gladys, who attends the Craft Circle e\
week, is a spritely 100 years young an
pictured with her birthday greetings fr
the Queen and another from all her frig
at the Craft Circle.
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Greenfingers Gardening Clubspromoting
friendships via intergenerational gardenin
Two successful schemes were recg
piloted in schools in Cottingley and Huns
The organisers hope to build on this and
to foster friendships between older
younger members of the community in
Morley area. They are going to do this
running gardening schemes in schools w
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the young and not so young can work

alongside each other, have fun, learn a
and get to keep the product at the ¢
Funding has been made available so the
no charge and free transport will also
provided.

The Greenfingers Gardening Clubs will t3
place each term in two local schools. T}
will be places for twenty of you each tern
you are interested. Included in each sep;x
scheme will be a free trip out and then on
last session there will be a little celebrat
and prize giving.

The co-ordinator of the scheme is Marg
Lattimer, an experienced teacher
gardener and the whole venture is
brainchild of the Study Support Program
of Education Leeds in conjunction w
Angels Housekeeping. The first session
take place at Morley Newlands Prim
School on Thursday 7th June. It will run
Six weeks.

Margaret hopes that Morley Elderly Actio
members will join up to the scheme,
remember that participants will become
owner of a beautifully planted tub
flowers, have a trip out, have transpor
and from the sessions provided, and
have an enjoyable experience from tal
part. Don't be shy — have a try
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AGM Morley Elderly Action’s AGM will be
held at 1:00pm on Wednesday 27th Jun
the Alexandra Hall. Free tickets are availz
from our Wesley House Reception.
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Entertainment and refreshments supplied|




Volunteers. Much of what we do at Morlg
Elderly Action would not be possible wit
out the input of our many volunteers. L
year, for the second year running,

clocked up over 11,000 hours of volunt

input into the organisation and are gratg|-

for every last minute of it

We couldn’t begin to do a fraction of wi
we do without that valuable resource,
volunteers are wonderful, their gift of tl
most precious of commodities — time H

unstinting and our appetite for it ravenous.

There is so little statutory provision of I
level social care out there to be had, an
any coffee morning, Community Tea RoOg
activity group, lunch club, exercise clg
any community transport, meals on whq
delivery, befriending or a host of oth
neighbourly activities is swallowed up wh

leaving a yawning gap in service provisj

for more of the same.

Wherever possible this Newsletter
delivered by volunteers, our reception
manned by volunteers, our Tea Room is

by volunteers and we help provide volunt

support for a couple of lunch clubs. T
there are ‘The Friends of Morley Elde
Action’ who are volunteers who run t
weekly Town Hall Coffee Morning and w
hold fundraising Craft Fayres etc. for us.

We still need more volunteers because
community still needs even more help.

have volunteering vacancies in several a
we need more drivers for Morley Wheg
our community transport scheme, we n
more befrienders, more relief and reg
helpers in our Tea Rooms, more relief h
ers in our reception, more meals on wh
drivers and meals on wheels deliv
‘runners’ (don’t worry it's not reall
running — it’s just a term).

| sometimes hear, “what does Morley Eld
Action do for me?” and the answer is sim
if you don’t need our direct help right ng
then with continued volunteer input we V
be there one day when you do need us.

D

Friends of Morley Elderly Action The
Friends of Morley Action are the group
\Volunteers who run the Town Hall Coff
Morning and organise the trips out. Of
for convenience they create lists,

|
D
| ‘
our Wesley House Headquarters becaus
are open 5 days a week and they only |
Tuesday Mornings, but they do run th
affairs separately to MEA and do have tf
own committee structure. We are of cou
grateful to benefit from their activities.

If you have any comments or suggesti
for the “Friends” then you will find th
organisers behind various stalls in
Coffee Morning most Tuesdays in
Morleian in the Town Hall.
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yVolunteering? We have some vefy
Hspecific volunteering opportunities
gincluding

\" Morley Wheels Community Transport
= Volunteer Drivers
2 Meals on Wheels Drivers

Befrienders

N Regular and Occasional Community
C Café Wesley House Tea Ropm
L \Volunteers

MEA operates from Monday to Friday gnd

so in order that we can offer support and
p\back up, volunteering opportunities fpre
dweekday, daytime activities only.
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International Day of Older Persons
As our event to celebrate the Internatig
Day of Older Persons (1st week

featuring our members when they w
younger and in their prime (see the
Newsletter for more details).

Thank you to those of you who hs
brought in your photos, but there is ple
of scope for lots more so get digging
those boxes and drawers to find y
treasured snap shot of times gone by
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October), we intend producing a calendar
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join in the fun.




