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As a part of a general housekeeping and 
stock reduction at the Friends of Morley  
Elderly Action Tuesday Town Hall Coffee 
Mornings, we nearly threw the baby out with 
the bath water. Two regular coffee morning 
attendees noticed that a discarded item  was 
a 1947 coloured commemorative scarf of  
the wedding of the Queen, then Princess 
Elizabeth, to Philip Mountbatten.   
They rescued it and sold it on ebay for £5 
which they then donated back to MEA. 
It used to be where’s there’s muck there’s 
brass, now its there’s brass on ebay where 
you least expect it! 
Thank you and well done. 

Could you help to deliver this Newsletter? 
Much of MEA’s strength comes from the 
huge voluntary input that we are grateful to  
receive.  
For two consecutive years we have been 
the recipients of over 11,000 hours worth 
of volunteer input and this allows us to 
have such a huge presence in the          
community. 
Some of that voluntary effort goes into the 
delivery of this Newsletter to cut down our 
postage costs. We are of course very   
grateful to all those willing volunteers who 
give us such fantastic support doing this 
valuable chore, but there are several areas 
where we are unable to find anyone to help 
us out. 
Can anyone in the following areas help by 
collecting a batch of Newsletters from 
Wesley House when required and then    
deliver them to your fellow MEA       
members in your locality? 
Ashwood Gardens, Birchfield Ave, Briarfield  
Gdns, Church Ave, Church Street, Churchgate, 
Greenfield Ave/Drive, Moorland Ave/Close, 
Reedsdale Gardens, Scott Green Crescent/Drive/
Grove/View,  College Rd, Deanhurst Gdns, Finkle 
Lane, Park Crescent, Parkway, Springbank Cres, 
spring ave,/View, Springbank Cres/Rd, The Green 
Town Street, The Nooks, Town Street, Vicarage 
Ave, Winsor Terrace. Dean Hall Close, Gerard 
Ave, Highcliffe Rd, Scatchard Grove/Lane.     
Wynyard Dr, Albert Dr, Newlands, Denshaws, 
Rydal Cres, Wide Lane, Thackray St, The   
Roundway,  Hardy Court, Jubilee Court, Chartist 
Court, Ingle Ave/Court/Grove, Nepshaw La, 
Woodlands Dr, Asquith Ave/Close/Drive,     
Deanfield Ave, Deansway, and Horsfall St. 
All your help is appreciated and every    
little helps. 

Newsletter  Sometimes we are the victim of 
our own success. We have a 14 square miles 
area to cover comprising of 2½ Council 
Wards and takes in  Morley, Gildersome, 
Drighlington, Tingley, East Ardsley, West 
Ardsley, and Churwell . 
Four times a year we deliver about 1400 
Newsletters and Trades Lists, all of which 
have to be compiled, edited, proof read and 
printed to deadlines.  
Just sorting them into routes that volunteers 
can deliver, and piles that have to be posted 
is a huge logistical exercise. 
Volunteers very kindly trudge around        
delivering many of the Newsletters in their 
own time and we are very grateful for all 
their help. 
But all this work means that there is no way 
that all the Newsletters can possibly be      
delivered simultaneously to all our members. 
Thank you for your patience and               
understanding. 



Here is something worth knowing  
Are you missing out on free services and many 
other benefits? asks energywatch your gas and 
electricity watchdog. 
If  you are a domestic consumer and just one or 
more of the following: of pensionable age, 
have a disability, have long term ill health, 
are registered blind or visualy impaired then 
you could go on the Priority Service Register 
and get free of charge a Unique Password from 
your gas and electricty supplier to protect  
yourself against bogus callers, you can have 
your meter read 4 times a year in order to get 
accurate bills instead of the often over           
estimated variety, you could have your bills 
sent to a friend,  relative or carer in addition to 
yourself so that bills don’t get overlooked.  
If all of the occupants of your house meet the 
above criteria you are entitled to a free annual 
safety check of gas appliances, and similarly if 
your gas supply is disrupted and all occupants 
are on the Priority Register the gas supplier 
will provide alternative cooking and heating  
facilities. 
What’s more, if you are on the *Priority        
Register and it is difficult to read your gas or 
electric meter your supplier may consider  
moving it to a more convenient position free of 
charge, and your supplier can provide and fit 
special controls and adapters free of charge to 
help make gas and electric appliances and    
meters easier for you to use. 
Remember, many of the things above are yours 
by right, and one or two are options that the  
energy supplier may choose to take, but it still 
adds up to an impressive range of help that is 
available if only you knew. 
Find energywatch at www.energywatch.org.uk 
or phone 0845 906 0708. They will then ensure 
that your requests are registered with your   
supplier. Energy suppliers may use a different  
name for the ‘Priority Service  Register.’ 

Flaming June  Our gardening service 
was totally disrupted in June and early 
July  as the country suffered from the 
wettest weather on record. Our      
apologies for the disruption of service to 
those on the gardening scheme, but 
clearly, although some of you seem to 
disagree, we can’t be held responsible 
for the weather, and five weeks’ worth 
of disruption couldn’t be caught up in a 
couple of days when the sun finally 
came out. 
One of the gardeners was caught up in 
the flooding around Barnsley and had 
his van, equipment, and paperwork    
under water for two weeks, and another, 
having earned next to nothing for five 
weeks decided that a regular income for 
his family was more important than      
gardening and has left to get a full time 
all year round job that feeds his family 
whether it rains or not.  
We couldn’t do anything about the rain 
but we have plugged the staffing gaps. 

Help Wanted! Our very own MEA Tea 
Rooms needs helpers. We open for 4 
hours a day five days a week and each 
volunteer usually does just one day. Do 
you have any inclination towards         
volunteering, or do you know anyone 
amongst your friends and family who 
might want to know more?  Speak to 
Dee, Neil, or Carole and we will be 
pleased to talk to you further.   
MEA 0113 2534484 
How about delivering  Meals on Wheels 
as a volunteer driver, or helping with our 
community transport scheme the Morley 
Wheels?  If you have your own transport 
and a desire to serve the community  we 
have roles for you (mileage allowances 
paid, so you don’t lose out). Contact 
Carole, Neil, or Dee.  
MEA 0113 2534484 

Due to increased costs of printing and postage, 
membership fees will rise from September to 
£3.50. There will be no rise applicable to married 
couples who are both members. 



 Annual General Meeting  
The AGM was held on Wednesday 27th June 
in the Alexandra Hall in Morley Town Hall. 
Over 70 people attended and entertainment 
was provided by the excellent duo ‘Young at 
Heart’ and refreshments were served and    
general logistical help given by volunteers 
Barbara Tidaldi, Ivy Ford, Dorothy Greaves, 
Connie Develly, Denise Blower, Audrey Lee, 
Bronwyn Eastwood, Lillian Robinson,     
Audrey Marshall, and Dorothy Hackett.  
The following management committee    
members were re-elected: Cyril Abbott MBE, 
Pat Baldwin, Allan Burdekin, Marcelle    
Birdsall, Clive Cooper,  Mervyn Crabtree, 
David Eastwood, Cllr Judith Elliott, Dorothy    
Hackett, Cllr Tom Leadley, and Jean White.  
At the next management committee meeting 
the following officers were elected from 
within the committee: Chairperson Cyril    
Abbott MBE, Honorary Treasurer position  
vacant (but possibly about to be filled),     
Secretary Marcelle Birdsall, and Minute   
Secretary Pat Baldwin. 

No Smoke without …. smoking? 
From the 1st July 2007 all work places 
and enclosed public spaces became no 
smoking areas by law. Wesley House has 
always been a no smoking area so that 
didn’t have to change, although like   
everyone else we now display the ‘It is  
illegal to smoke on these premises’ signs. 

Planters  Thank you for Margaret        
Lattimer’s intergenerational project and 
to the staff and children of Newlands 
School who worked with a handful of our 
members to produce some lovely planters 
which now proudly adorn our office front 
steps and the tea room courtyard, and for 
some colourful table decorations that we 
also distributed to suitable homes. Well 
done to all of you. 

Bruntcliffe High School. A number of  
students ably assisted by a member of their 
teaching staff hosted a barbeque for     
Morley Elderly Action in July. 
We enjoyed a wonderful array of well 
cooked food at a tastefully sculptured    
outdoor area within the school. 
Students Jonathan and Kelly arranged and 
hosted the event as a part of their GCSE 
Key Skills course and are to be            
commended for their organisational skills 
and attention to detail. Our thanks go too to 
Mr Hirst who did the cooking – well done 
chef, and to  student Mark who also        
assisted. 
Several of our members also attended an 
evening and a morning performance of the 
musical ‘Annie’ in July. Thank you to their 
organiser Helen Thompson for all her help. 

The Morley High School MEA lunch club 
went on a day out to Boundary Mills on the 
17th July paid for by the fund raising     
charity arm of the school and organised by 
Teacher Geoff Heap. Well done and thank 
you to all at Morley High. 

If you have had a stroke or have difficulty  
getting around why not join Morley Stroke 
Club for a friendly environment, light lunch, 
and a game of dominoes. The club meets 
Mondays in the Peel Street Day Centre.                    
Contact Maggie Budgen 0113 2521201 

The Friends of Morley Elderly Action are 
holding their next highly popular Craft Fayre 
in the Alexandra Hall from 10:00. to 3:00 on 
Saturday 27th October. Put it in your diary. 

Dancing at the AGM 



Town Centre Management MEA              
Co-ordinator Neil Lennox met with the   
Morley Town Centre Manager Peter Mudge 
and put forward the following views on     
behalf of the membership:  To attract people 
to the Town it was important 1) to improve 
the frequency and availability of the bus   
services from outlying areas, and this          
included the safe siting of bus stops, bus 
shelters etc. 2) to keep the ‘Morrisons’ car 
park as a free unrestricted car park and to 
stop booking people in the car parks 3) to  
examine whether car parks could be laid out 
differently to provide additional spaces 
within them  4) to not gobble up any car park 
as a site for any new bus station, but rather to 
find an inventive solution 5) to come up with 
ways of putting on mid week day time events 
in the Town Hall and other public places, and 
6) to address the tightly sewn-up parking    
restrictions on Wesley Street so that Blue 
Badge holders can visit us without getting 
booked. 
No doubt that there is nothing new in any of 
those suggestions but the MEA membership 
is an impressive lobby group and so may as 
well  have its voice heard  in the debate. 

Monitoring Do you remember milk 
monitors? Well here are some more   
monitors 
Monitor 1st US iron clad warship 
launched January 1862 during their civil 
war. 
Monitor class British warships were   
WWI shallow draft shore bombardment 
ships 
Monitor name for computer screens 
Monitor lizards - fierce reptiles as big 
small crocodiles, and monitor lizard      
totems are the symbol of change and new 
beginnings 
Monitoring amount of  detail  that we  are  
obliged to collect on behalf of Leeds City 
Council. Next year in order to get the 
grants that we need to provide services we 
will be obliged to monitor the ethnicity 
and religion of all our  members and    
service users – what the Council do with 
the information is anyone’s guess but they 
must be paying people to handle it all. 
Perhaps if they paid a few less and paid us 
a bit more we could do more services – 
now there’s a thought that would be worth 
monitoring! 

Metro are about to put a smile on all of 
your faces if you use public transport. 
From April 2008 Senior, Disabled and 
Blind People can use the NEW English 
National Concessionary Pass for Off-Peak 
local bus travel throughout England. 
Application packs are available at Post   
Offices, Metro Travel Centres and Bus    
Station Ticket Offices in West Yorkshire. 
In order to suppress the rush applications 
will be accepted in a phased alphabetical 
surname order from late July and if you  
order your pass before 30th September 
2007 you could win up to £500. 
At our Tuesday Coffee Mornings in the 
Town Hall Allan Burdekin will do you a 
photo for your bus pass for just £1, subject 
to Allan’s availability. Have your photo 
taken one week and collect it the next. 

The Music Man  Some time ago we told 
you about the book that MEA member Mrs 
Silcock had published and that was on sale. 
The following is from Mrs Silcock, “From 
the sale of my husband’s autobiography 
‘Music will out’ by Norman Silcock, I have 
been able to donate £200 each to the RNIB, 
The Guide Dogs For The Blind, and The 
Deaf Blind at Century House in Leeds. 
I should like to thank the staff of the        
Observer and Advertiser for their help, and 
everyone else who helped to make this a 
worthwhile project.” 
No problem, MEA were pleased to help in 
some small way. (editor) 
There are a still a few copies left for sale at 
our Wesley Street Headquarters. 


